
The
Wildcat

July 30, 2021

Deadline for the August 20, 2021 Wildcat will be
Wednesday, August 18 at 8:30 A.M.

Please call the Attendance Line
982-3950 - Option #l

if your child will be absent or tardy from school.
Office #982-3975
Jeffco Web Page:

http://westridge.jeffcopublicschools.org/

Monday, August 16th

2:00 – 3:30 Meet & Greet

Tuesday, August 17th

8:30 – 3:00 1st Day of School for Grades 1-5
8:00 – 3:00 Kindy Orientation appointments, no class for Kindies

Wednesday, August 18th

8:00 – 3:00 Kindy Orientation appointments, no class for Kindies

Thursday, August 19th

8:30 – 3:00 First Day of School for Kindies
8:00 – 9:00 Tea & Tissues for new Kindie families in front courtyard



 

#Westridge is Driven to Be Better Together!

Welcome to the 2021-22 School Year.  I hope that the summer season has allowed you time to enjoy
the things and people you love.  As we come together again for the start of the school year, I want to
share with you a few things to keep in mind and to bring us together.

First, I am energized to return as Principal for my fourth year.  The last eighteen months have been
hard, but we have to lean into the silver lining of this pandemic too.  Our commitment this year will
focus on relationships, academic growth, social emotional support and strategy learning, and family
engagement so that all of us feel loved, seen and heard.

Here is what we accomplished together since the Pandemic hit:

1. Our Make Your Voice Heard Data shows that we improved 5% in our ability to successfully
communicate and stay connected.

2. 97% of Westridge Students shared through a survey that they feel safe and happy with their
teachers.  That matters!

3. All students have a device to use for learning.
4. All classrooms in the pods have new carpet
5. We have a real gym floor!
6. Our office is renovated for extra safety
7. Enrollment is back up to 430 from 388 last year!
8. Reading data in k-2 shows an increase of 30 percentage points from winter to the end the year.
9. New benches are on the way for enhanced outdoor seating for eating, friendship time and

learning because of our amazing PTA.
10. Seven classrooms will receive new Mimeo board screens to enhance learning
11. We stayed connected!

As we launch this year, there will be more celebrations and more ways for students to grow and realize
their talents.  Our motto this year is Westridge is Driven to be Better Together.  As a staff and
community, we need to have the mindset this year to grow, continue to accept change and get better so
that all students can be seen, loved and heard each day.

Family Engagement Resources to get ready for school:
FiveCs-How-Families-Can-Engage-With-Their-Children’s-Learning.pdf
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/family_portal/family_engagement/family_resources
Note:  Once we know about COVID-19 Protocols, we will share those with you.

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11ZdHhJc1h5aK4To-KO4w88OeBmfrrsor/view?usp=sharing
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/family_portal/family_engagement/family_resources


NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION

If you have neighbors who have recently moved into our neighborhood and have elementary-aged
children, please ask them if they have registered their children for school.  If they have not, please ask them to
visit our school website, and register following the steps found under New Student / Kindergarten Registration.

It is a real benefit to all children when students are registered in time for us to plan for them. When we
get a number of later registrants, it often requires that we hire an additional teacher and split up the classes with
which we began school.  Thanks for your help!

ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR RETURNING STUDENTS

Registration for returning Westridge Elementary students will be an online process beginning August 2nd

through August 6th.  Please visit our school website and register following the steps under Returning Student
Registration.  The district has streamlined the registration process this year by placing links to fee payments and
SchoolCafe' payments all in Jeffco Connect.

1) Update student information and agreements in Jeffco Connect as well as update contact
Information.  It is imperative that parents keep their contact information up to date in Jeffco
Connect. Parents without computers or internet access are asked to contact the school office
for assistance.

2) Pay School Fees in Student Fee Payment link on left side of Jeffco Connect site.  Please be sure to
“select all” to capture all fees associated with your student.  If you do not wish to take advantage
of the online system, fee payments can be made at the school during registration, August 2 –
August 9, 2021.  A copy of the Westridge Fee Sheet showing all grade level fees is attached to
this newsletter.

3) All School lunches will be provided free of cost this year, but students may purchase additional A
la carte options.  Credits for these purchases may be made via the School Café’ website.

4) If applicable, when completing the Free and Reduced Price Meal Application, families have the
option of consenting to the disclosure of the application information to waive school
district/program fees.  This application is found here:
http://www.jeffcoschoolfood.org/free-reduced

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15nbLJuHGvfDSvTw8Zp0mYuLOeO4qPWJxs6_5wl132K4/edit
https://westridge.jeffcopublicschools.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qYEHSryMEB-7rZ4Zcf0A4IwgTv0WvHiPqdoxsNGk-38/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qYEHSryMEB-7rZ4Zcf0A4IwgTv0WvHiPqdoxsNGk-38/edit
https://www.schoolcafe.com/JEFFCOSD
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/
http://www.jeffcoschoolfood.org/free-reduced


FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES

Jeffco Food & Nutrition menus can be found on SchoolCafe’! Parents can create an account, make
payments, fill out a Free & Reduced meal program application, or view menus for any Jeffco school.  Menus can
be found here: http://www.jeffcoschoolfood.org/menus

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR OUR WESTRIDGE

WELCOME BACK EVENT

On August 16th we will be hosting our Meet and Greet Open House Event.  Meet & Greet is in the
classroom between the hours of 2:00 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. This time is solely dedicated as a drop in event for
students to meet their teacher and drop off school supplies.

PARENT/TEACHER CURRICULUM NIGHT

On September 21, 2021 we will have Curriculum Night where parents will come meet the teacher and
learn about curriculum and classroom expectations.

 
 

WESTRIDGE ELEMENTARY HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE!

Please consider joining our Westridge Elementary page!  We use this platform as another means of
communicating with you.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/257696868179603/

For security reasons this will be a closed group, so only families who are a part of Westridge will be
allowed to join. We're excited to start sharing school events and events that happen throughout the school!

http://www.jeffcoschoolfood.org/menus
https://www.facebook.com/groups/257696868179603/


Westridge Elementary
 2021 - 2022  Fee Sheet

Please note applicable fees below.  An explanation for each fee can be found in a more detailed
document available upon request.  All fees provide students with services / materials that become their
property.  You may pay your child’s fees beginning August 2, 2021 through Jeffco Connect, at:
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/ ; or bring a check or credit card with this form to the school office
between August 2 and August 9, 2021.

Student # ___________________

Student Name:___________________________________________________Grade: ______________
(Please Print)           (Last Name) (First Name)

* The principal shall grant a waiver for students eligible for free or reduced lunch under the National Income Poverty guidelines.  If other
hardship conditions exist the principal should be contacted.  Purchases of non-instructional goods and services, such as yearbooks or
photos, are not included in this waiver policy.  School fees have been approved by the school decision making group and the community
superintendent.

Total amount due: $

To make payment with credit card, please visit Jeffco Connect at
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/

Or you may make check payable to Westridge Elementary School
(Checks must be for the exact amount - change cannot be given.)

In order to make partial payments,
Please contact the Principal’s Secretary,

Lisa Skidmore, at 303-982-3975, or voice mail 303-982-3925

https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/
https://jeffcoconnect.jeffco.k12.co.us/


2021 – 2022 Westridge Elementary
              School Calendar

Teachers Report August 10
Meet & Greet, 2:00 -3:30 PM August 16  
First Day of School August 17
Modified Contact Day (Student Assessment Day) August 30
Modified Contact Day (Student Assessment Day) September 3
No School – Labor Day September 6
Conferences, regular school day (conf. 3:30 – 8:00) October 4
Conferences regular school day (conf. 3:30 – 8:00) October 6
Non-Contact Day October 7
No School, Fall Break October 8
Halloween Parade & Parties (TBD) October 31
End of 1st Trimester November 12
Report Card Distribution November 19
No School -  Thanksgiving Holiday November 22 –26
Enroll Jeffco Opens for 2022-2023 December 8
No School - Winter Break December 22 – January 3
No School –Teacher Work Day January 4
Students Return January 5
No School – Martin Luther King Day January 17
No School – President’s Day February 21
End of 2nd Trimester February 25
Report Card Distribution March 4
Conferences, regular school day (conf. 3:30 – 8:00) March 15
Conferences, regular school day (conf. 3:30 – 8:00) March 17
No School – Spring Break March 21 – March 25
Modified Contact Day (Student Assessment Day) April 25
Modified Contact Day (Student Assessment Day) April 29
End of 3rd Trimester May 25
Last Day for Students / Report Cards (12:30 dismissal) May 25
Last Teacher Work Day May 26



IMMUNIZATIONS

According to Colorado Law, (BOH Rule 6 CCR 1009-2), all students attending Colorado schools
are required to be vaccinated against certain diseases, unless an exemption is filed with the State of Colorado
and with the school. Once the proper notification has been completed by school nurses, failure of parents/legal
guardians to provide their child's proof of current immunization, or proof of in-process immunizations, or proof
of exemptions “shall be denied attendance at school.”

Parents who wish to have NON-Medical exemptions for their children must complete 1 of the 2 following
requirements:

a. Provide a signed certificate of NON-Medical exemption from their medical provider (physician)
to the school or,

b. Provide a certificate of online education module on vaccination produced by Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) Online Immunization Education
Module to the school.

MEDICATIONS, ALLERGIES, ASTHMA

If your child has a condition that will require the administration of any medications during the school
day, including over-the-counter and prescription medications, please visit our district Health Services information
page for the required forms to submit: Jeffco Medication Forms

Parents may bring in their child’s medication and signed forms to our Health Aide, Jadie, between the
hours of 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM on Monday, August 16, 2021.

Students and families are always anxious to know who their teacher will be.  We are very fortunate at
Westridge Elementary to have teachers who are all caring, skilled professionals and are excited & highly qualified
to teach at all grade levels.  Teacher announcements will be made via School Messenger phone calls on the
afternoon/evening of Thursday, August 12th.  Please be sure you have updated your phone contact information in
Jeffco Connect and checked the box under notification preferences to be allowed to receive phone notifications.

SCHOOL BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
 

The Jeffco school district has implemented a Healthy Schools Policy whereby student birthdays will be
celebrated with non-food alternatives to support the district’s wellness policy.  This standard is in place to limit
exposure to life-threatening allergens, increase equity related to food sharing, and protect family
decision-making around foods consumed.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jeffcopublicschools.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ed9d90f8f469542906652a0f&id=5435714349&e=678582908e__;!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!j1qVwbU2dY0xRhkh9gFKuDjyLSQL7MxO4sixbicQLYc8E06jh_oYimL_4_0m2q0IEnd3WYZxMkh0$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jeffcopublicschools.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ed9d90f8f469542906652a0f&id=6880e0851f&e=678582908e__;!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!j1qVwbU2dY0xRhkh9gFKuDjyLSQL7MxO4sixbicQLYc8E06jh_oYimL_4_0m2q0IEnd3We7iHxKh$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jeffcopublicschools.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ed9d90f8f469542906652a0f&id=8a69219bb9&e=678582908e__;!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!j1qVwbU2dY0xRhkh9gFKuDjyLSQL7MxO4sixbicQLYc8E06jh_oYimL_4_0m2q0IEnd3WXJcEy-J$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jeffcopublicschools.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ed9d90f8f469542906652a0f&id=5a00b4702f&e=678582908e__;!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!j1qVwbU2dY0xRhkh9gFKuDjyLSQL7MxO4sixbicQLYc8E06jh_oYimL_4_0m2q0IEnd3WZx7StZv$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/jeffcopublicschools.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ed9d90f8f469542906652a0f&id=5a00b4702f&e=678582908e__;!!Bj3pJzH8i9PN1EsMi1am!j1qVwbU2dY0xRhkh9gFKuDjyLSQL7MxO4sixbicQLYc8E06jh_oYimL_4_0m2q0IEnd3WZx7StZv$
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/services/health_services/medications


WESTRIDGE ELEMENTARY
2021-2022 SUPPLY LIST

Copies of the 2021-2022 school supply lists are available in the school office or can be found on our
website under Supply Lists .  If you pre-ordered a Back-to-School Supply Pack through EPI and our PTA, those
packs will be in your child’s classroom at the Meet & Greet on August 16th.

SCHOOL HOURS

Westridge school hours are from 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  We will continue to have a soft start in the
mornings where students with last names beginning A-L arriving from 8:05 – 8:15 A.M., and students with last
names beginning M-Z arriving from 8:15 A.M. to 8:25 A.M.  All students report to their teacher’s exterior door to
their classroom.  Students will be considered tardy if not in their classrooms by 8:30 A.M.  Tardy students will
need to check in at the main office before going to their classrooms.

School is dismissed at 3:00 P.M. After school, students need to go directly home unless staying for a
school sponsored enrichment program or have made prior arrangements to meet with a teacher.  There is
limited after school supervision.

ABSENCES

If your child is going to be absent or tardy at any time, you must call the Westridge Elementary
Attendance Line - (303) 982-3950 Option #1 -  by 9:00 A.M. (the day of the absence) to report the child’s
absence.  Students can be excused for absences due to: funeral, illnesses, injury, legal obligations, medical
procedures, or religious observations.  If we have not heard from you, we will phone you to see if your child is at
home.  This is for your child’s protection, so please assist us in this matter.  For multiple day absences, calls must
be made daily, or a pre-arranged absence form must be submitted to the office prior to the absence.

Vacations during the school year are discouraged. Students requesting pre-arranged absences must have
prior approval from the principal.  This approval must occur at least 3 days before the extended absence is to
occur.  In order for the absence to be excused the parent must complete a “Pre-Arranged Absence Form” and
meet one or more of the following criteria: 1) good academic standing 2) has no unexcused absences 3) has four
or fewer excused absences in a semester or seven or fewer in a school year.   The form may be picked up at the
front office.  The school will follow district policy for make-up work.

THE JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2021-2022 STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK

(CODE OF CONDUCT/DISCILPINE)

The Jefferson County Public Schools Student and Family Handbook (Code of Conduct/Discipline) has
been prepared to provide you with information relating to your rights and responsibilities.  In order for our
policies and procedures to have the greatest possible positive effect, we need your cooperation.

This year the Jefferson County Public Schools Student and Family Handbook (Code of Conduct/Discipline)
is being distributed electronically only and can be accessed here. It is your and your student’s responsibility to
become familiar with the contents of the Conduct Code. If you do not have access to the internet at home you
can access the Code of Conduct at school by contacting the main office.

The school will also conduct instruction and training with your student concerning the Code of
Conduct/Discipline to ensure that students are aware of the contents and understand their rights and
responsibilities.  If you have any questions, please contact the Principal, Mr. Stein at 303-982-3975.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18pHrmCL_RNTkNuzV7-y6Tf2WCT43AC8T/view
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627965&pageId=927222
https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=627965&pageId=927222


INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES REGARDING
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS AT SCHOOL

Please review the actions our school will take in the event of an emergency at the district link below:

https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/services/security

https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/services/security


WESTRIDGE ELEMENTARY DRESS CODE

Jefferson County School Board policy states:  “The Board of Education recognizes that responsibility for
the dress and appearance of students generally rests with individual students and their parents, and that
students may wish to express themselves by the manner of their dress and appearance.  Students shall not,
however, wear clothing or effect an appearance at school or school-sanctioned activities or events that is or will
be disruptive to the educational environment.  Students also shall not wear clothing or effect an appearance that
compromises the maintenance of a safe and orderly school.”

Inappropriate dress may include but is not limited to:
* Head covering for both boys and girls such as hats and/or bandanas.
* Belly buttons showing - tops must be long enough that the belly button doesn’t show
* Inappropriate neckline
* Tank tops - straps must be at least two inches
* Muscle or mesh shirts
* Short shorts/skirts (must be at least finger-tip length)
* Chains or spikes
* Sagging pants or shorts with underwear showing
* Inappropriate language, messages, or graphics on clothing including alcohol or tobacco advertising

Violation of these expectations will result in students being asked to cover or remove inappropriate
clothing, a phone call home for more appropriate clothes, or dismissal from school until clothing can be changed.
Continued distraction to the learning environment may result in a parent conference and/or suspension.

Please help us protect your child by insisting that adequate clothing be worn during the winter.  We will
attempt to send all children outside except on the very coldest, wettest days.  A breath of fresh air does wonders
for wiggles.








